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To understand how people thought we need to know their feelings,
their hopes and especially their fears. Of the early Victorians it is
pre-eminently true that they pondered on the things that worried
them, in some cases on the things that terrified them. For few, if
any, of the great names is it useful to consider their thought as a
closed intellectual system. The apparent exceptions ~ John Stuart
Mill is one — have a way of proving only apparent while Newman,
the man with the most finely-tempered speculative intelligence of
them all, characteristically chose as his motto ‘Cor ad cor loquitur’

The 1830s and early 1840s were a time of reaction against
abstract theoretical solutions, or what Newman called ‘paper
systems’. The most striking fact about the literature of the 1840s is.
the entrance of industrial England, with its smoke, grime, misery
and oppression, into serious literature. Carlyle, quickly followed by
Disraeli, Dickens and Mrs Gaskell, and later by Ruskin, brooded
on the life actually led by thase who worked in the factories of
Lancashire and by their children. Where the radicals at the time of
the Napoleonic wars had talked of abstract rights, Disraeli talked of
tommy-shops (in Sybil), and in Hard Times Dickens was soon to talk
of a piston ‘like the head of an elephant in a state of melancholy
madness’.

The absence of any sign of serious interest in industrial society in
literature before 1830, and its abundant presence after 1840 is
deeply significant. For the Industrial Revolution was not, after all, a
new thing. Arkwright, the pioneer of the spinning-mill, died in’
1792, the year Shelley was born. But Shelley was too abstract,
Wordsworth and Keats too introspective and personal, Byron too
scornful and cosmopolitan, to give much attention to the cons-
equences of what he did. The men of the new age were different,
and Dickens, who was twenty-five when the Queen came to the
throne, may stand as typical of the new interest in facts and the new






